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of that to\\*n ; and when, on December loth, Plevna
at last fell, and Osman Pasha, its brave defender, sur-
rendered, every one admitted that no small share of
the credit for its capture was due to the soldiers of
Prince Charles. The independence of Roumania had
been won on the Grivica redoubt.

But a long and bitter experience of former RLISSO-
Turkish wars had taught the Roumanians that there
is little gratitude in politics. From the first there had
been considerable opposition to the alliance with
Russia among those who remembered her past con-
duct towards their country. The fall of Plevna for
the moment, however, had united all parties in general
rejoicings, and when the u Czar liberator" arrived at
Bucharest on his way back from the seat of war, he
was greeted with enthusiasm. But the Treaty of San
Stefano, signed on March 3, iS/8, justified the sus-
picions of the Roumanian people. While, on the one
hand, the Porte formally recognised the independence
of Roumania ; Russia, on the other, acquired from
Turkey the district between the Danube and the
Black Sea, known as the Dobrudza, with the express
object of exchanging it for the southern part of Bess-
arabia, which had been taken from the Czar and
given to Roumania after the Crimean war. The
subsequent Treaty of Berlin, which in so many ways
amended the arrangements made at San Stefano,
confirmed this exchange, with the slight modification
that a rather larger strip of territory was gi\en to
koumania. But Russia had by far the best of the
bargain. The extra piece of land awarded to Rou-
mania was taken not from her, but from Bulgaria.